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INFORMATIVE NOTE No. 21/2017 
 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL COURT: THE MOST TRANSPARENT PUBLIC 
INSTITUTION 

   
  The Constitutional Court is the most transparent public institution. The 
“Evaluation report on constitutional and regulatory bodies”, drawn up by the Council for 
Transparency and Good Governance (Consejo de Transparencia y Buen Gobierno – 
“CTBG”), together with the ¿Hay Derecho? Foundation, has given the Court a score of 9.87 
due to its loyal compliance, through the website, of the provisions contained in the 
Transparency Act. With a high score and also at the top of the list are the General Council of 
the Judiciary (9.70), the Bank of Spain (9.43), the House of His Majesty the King (9.42) and 
the Spanish Markets and Competition Commission (9.39)  
 

          The Transparency Council’s report has highlighted the Court’s “valuable 
commitment” to transparency, the aim underlying the construction and design of its new 
website, launched last November. In this regard, it has affirmed that the site is “clean” and 
“friendly”, “very tidy” and “browser-friendly”, providing “highly systematised” information. It is 
a “useful and didactic instrument” for all visitors. 

  
          The CTBG has ascertained compliance with transparency standards in two 

matters: mandatory fulfilment of its active publicity duty, as foreseen in the Transparency Act 
in Arts. 6, 7 and 8, the scope where the Court obtains the highest score as an institution 
(9.87); and voluntarily fulfilment of its generic duty, contained in Art. 5.2 of the Act, to 
periodically publish and update relevant information to guarantee the Institution’s 
transparency in its activity. On this second point, the Constitutional Court achieved a score of 
5.60. 

  
         The report points out, as “highly positive” points, the preferential place that the 

transparency portal link holds on the home page and the systematisation of its content into 
various sections (“Institutional, organisational and planning information”, “Economic, 
budgetary and statistic information”, “Access to public information” and “Transparency 
regulations”); it also refers to the translation of transparency rules into other official languages 
in Spain, as well as into English and French.  
 

         The Council has praised the fact that the Spanish Constitution is accessible to 
persons with a visual or hearing impairment, thanks to including an audio option and sign 
language.  

 
The report adds that “very complete” information is provided on the Court’s 

composition; information on competences is provided in “accessible and understandable 
language”; and the sections on the Court’s organisation are “very clear”.   
 



         As regards economic, budgetary and statistic information, the CTBG has praised 
its systematisation and organisation into various sections, highlighting that comprehensive 
information is provided both on contracts and agreements executed by the Court. 

  
         In the chapter on voluntary information, the CTBG has highlighted, due to its 

relevance, information on the Court’s institutional agenda, under a tab entitled “Activities”; 
information on resolutions adopted by the Presidency and decisions of the General 
Secretariat; potential access, through the “Case-law” tab, to all Court resolutions; and details 
on artistic heritage, the head office and tours of the Court, to the extent that this “helps 
increase awareness of the institution’s operation and organisation”.   

 
         Finally, the report considers that the content included in the public information 

access section of the transparency portal is “highly suitable given the tools it provides to 
exercise citizen rights and generate information”. It highlights that the information offered 
allows the General Secretariat to be identified as the competent body in transparency matters; 
and that the website includes a standard information request to be completed by all interested 
parties, as well as resolutions delivered in public information access procedures and a 
specification of the most popular topics.  
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